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owing to shock and the other two recovered from the opera-
tion and gradually improved. Dr. R. Whitman described
five cases in his care. One of these was that of a little

girl, aged nine years, who had a posterior rotation and dis-
location of the shoulder and was the subject of partial mus-
cular atrophy of the upper limb, rendering supination of the
forearm and certain movements of the shoulder impossible.
By restoration of the bone to its joint and the use of proper
surgical apparatus much of the lost power was regained but
it was doubtful, stated Dr. Whitman, whether that would ever
restore the destroyed nerve-fibres. One of the five cases was
that of a boy born after a "dry" labour with the aid of forceps
and after a great deal of traction had been made. He was

much asphyxiated and recovered with difficulty. He showed
a paralysis and progressive atrophy of the muscles of the
right arm and a downward displacement of the humerus

perhaps for half an inch. The bones were also smaller and

shorter in the affected limb than in the sound limb. After

operation on the brachial plexus and suture of the nerves
there was return of function and much improvement
followed. Dr. Bernard Sachs said that much benefit had

been obtained by electrical treatment in cases under his

personal care and that he did not approve of the risk of

surgical operation if dislocation was proved to be absent.

THE ALVARENGA PRIZE OF THE COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA.

THE College of Physicians of Philadelphia announces that
the next award of the Alvarenga Prize, being the income for
one year of the bequest of the late Senor Alvarenga and
amounting to about$180, will be made on July 14th, 1905,
provided that an essay deemed by the committee of award
to be worthy of the prize shall have been offered. Essays
intended for competition may be upon any subject in medi-
cine, but must not have been published, and must be received
by the secretary of the College on or before May 1st, 1905.
Each essay must be sent without signature but should be
plainly marked with a motto and be accompanied by a
sealed envelope having on its outside the motto of the paper
and within the name and the address of the author. It is a

condition of competition that the successful essay, or a copy
of it, shall remain in the possession of the College; other
essays will be returned upon application within three months
after the award. The Alvarenga Prize for 1904 was not

awarded, no essay of sufficient merit, in the judgment of the
committee, having been submitted in competition.

FATAL NITROBENZOL POISONING DUE TO
ABSORPTION FROM SHOE BLACKING.

1 the Journal of the American Medical Association of

Oct. lst Dr. W. J. Stone has reported a case which appears
to be unique in the fact that death was due to absorption of
nitrobenzol through the skin. A man, aged 22 years, in

good health, was taken suddenly ill at 12.30 A.M., in a
restaurant where he had gone for supper after a dance.
He remarked that he did not feel well and his friends
noticed that he seemed very pale. While standing up to

put on his coat he became faint and fell. Water thrown on
his face revived him but he felt dizzy and vomited beer,
crackers, and cheese which he had just taken. He was
taken home in a carriage at 2 A.M. He passed into a coma-
tose state and at 3.30 his room-mate, supposing that he was
in a drunken stupor, sent for a medical man who found the
patient in a state of collapse. He was very pale, his eyes
were glazed, and his lips, ears, and finger tips were cyanotic.
The corneal reflex was absent. The pulse was 130 and about
one beat in 25 was dropped. th of a grain of strychnine
and 11-ath of a grain of apomorphine were injected hypodermi-
cally. At 4.45 a slight convulsion occurred, the left pupil

suddenly dilated, and the heart stopped. Six hours later
a necropsy was made. The skin and visible mucous mem-
branes were very pale. The lobes of the ears and

finger tips were cyanotic. The feet were coloured black.
The urine contained albumin and granular casts and
the kidneys showed acute desquamative nephritis. In the
liver were found cloudy swelling and fatty degeneration
of the cells It was subsequently ascertained that a

few days before death the man bought a pair of black

patent-leather shoes with cloth tan uppers. To the
latter on the evening before the dance he applied a

liquid blacking. When he put on the shoes on the evening
of the dance the uppers were not dry and stained his feet.
Blacking found in his room and the shoes emitted a strong
odour not unlike that of oil of bitter almonds. Analysis 

‘

showed that the blacking and the uppers of the shoes con-
tained nitrobenzol. This is a powerful narcotic poison,
the fatal dose being about one gramme. Extensive paren-

chymatous degeneration may, as in this case, be produced in
the kidneys and the liver. -

PATHOLOGY AT OXFORD.

THE University of Oxford possesses an excellent patho-
logical laboratory, perhaps one of the best arranged in the
kingdom, and the director of pathological studies has virtues
corresponding with the facilities afforded for the teaching of
his subject. But of endowment there is practically none.
This is a state (If affairs which all interested in the growing
medical schoci at Oxford feel should be remedied without

delay and strenuous attempts are being made by the Univer-
sity to obtain funds for the pathological department, the aim
being the establishment of a professorship of pathology. The
money will have to be obtained from outside sources, for it
is an open secret that at the present time the funds of
the University are all required in other directions. A
successful beginning, however, has been made by those who
are moving in the matter. Lord Rosebery in his speech at
the Oxford Colonial Club banquet on Nov. 14th announced
that the Rhodes trustees were prepared to grant R200 per
annum for five years as an addition to the stipend of the
reader in pathology. This should encourage hope that the
necessary sum will be forthcoming without long delay.

ON DILATATION OF THE STOMACH AND
GASTROPTOSIS.

WE have received a reprint of a paper by Dr. Robert
Coleman Kemp, published in the Vedical Ne,7vs of New York
of August 6th, 1904, embodying the results of observations
on a number of cases of disease of the stomach, with especial
reference to the value of the various methods of physical
examination. Dr. Kemp deprecates the tendency to rely on
the investigation of the gastric contents alone and to neglect
that of the motor functions and position of the organ itself.
He regards the condition of gastric atony, or loss of tone of
the muscles of the stomach, as a condition preceding
dilatation and gastroptosis which may be looked upon
as progressive stages or later results of the motor

insufficiency. In dilatation of the stomach without gastro-
ptosis the muscular fibres first elongate in the vertical
direction and the distance between the lesser and the greater
curvature is thus increased; later the pylorus is displaced to
the right but the lesser curvature maintains its relation to
the diaphragm; whereas in gastroptosis the entire organ
sinks so that the lesser curvature looks inwards (to the right)
and the pylorus may lie below the level of the umbilicus,
With gastroptosis, according to Dr. Kemp, there is always
associated some degree of dilatation. He also regards
gastroptosis as the chief cause of mucous colitis and the
neurasthenia so frequently associated with it. With re-

gard to the comparative value of the methods of localising


